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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

' Neaayeble G, J. Wilde
. Ceunty Ausiter

lumcout{
Carpus Chiristi, Yexss

. Dear 3irs

o suresr of the Guif
seuta of Amorica and I,
s land vas ased exclusive Ex.

o the time that the Rotary C1
rohased 1t, gntil Janvary 1, 19‘&.
wade marely fer reference that the

4 a8 stated in the affidavits en-
In view of the affidavits could
the cm-mr Court of Rusces County fsasue a2
sanesllatian of the taxss sccruing on said land

from the years 1929 to 1943, both imolusively.”

Yrom the affidevit of the President of the Rotary Clud

;r lg Christi, vhich 1- attached to your request, we quote the
0. ?

: NO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTCRNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT

”
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*0n Septewder 21, 1927, the Rotary Cluds of
Robestown and Corpus Christi Joznuy purchnod 1.5
acres of land ca the banks ths Rueoces River for

the «uummngammr bayl
and from date of aocquisitien to Janua ? $

"the R Club of C Christi 18 & m
profit argantisation and as by Articles I and
oe the Cemstitution and Section § of Artiele VIII
ly-hn ane of ths purposes far vhioh this
lnh sed vas that of rondering ¢ service
Mty, nany of which services may be de-
Mumw....

wvm'd f1led under csth with the
m d‘ State, ¢ ronmu recitations:

Mﬂ.“‘%koﬂﬂﬁhﬂbﬂcﬂr

Christs, Toxan, a
.n‘f““ : v ™ - Iant tent O
lt‘ Fostes, 40 m-ew vol uoeeuto
Tfor the of a pri-
vate m ion undsr and virtus of the of

the State of Texas.

]
LI I I

o8 for vhioh this corporetion is
forued 1- 0 SRSOUTSE and extend the ob-~
Josts of Rotary mwtmlwtoomtmu
mintain the nhtm to Rotary Internatioml
r] w the !m Clud of Corpus Christi, Texas."

Section 2 of Article VIII of the Btate Constitution
' .

s ¢ o o the Legislature may genoral laws
from taxation . . . 2ll hh:{wu«dox-'
slusively and ocwned by persons or assoolations of
parsons for achool parposes . . « and institutions
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of purely {c obarity; and all lavs exempt-
ing from texation other than the property
above mentioned shall be null a&nd void."

Article Ti150, Revised Statutes, provides:

*The following property shall be exempt from
taxation, to wit:

*7. Public charitfes . -- All bulldings be-
to institutions of purely pudlic charity,

longing
together vith the lands bolg_n% to and ooggud
3 suah institutions not ]

or se us
th & vievw to M‘Oo o o (m." M)

ummehu‘mm?thm u;t
e von a stric on.

1is the poliey of the State, a.f' tut Justice between Lits /eitisens,
that no shall escape this eosmon Duxden, unless it ocomes
olesrly wi exenption, Furthersore, the property in ques-
tiom, ceder t0 bo exeapt from taxstion must be embreced within
the terms of Doth the Constitution and the statute.

Whether the alubs in gquestion are “purely charitabdle
institutions” is one of faoct. Proa the charter m?nd and filed
under cath with the Secoretary of State, it appears that ‘.bo club s
*a socoial sation of seid oity."™ The faot that an institution
or organization may do soxe charitsdble work is not sufficient to

it vithin the exemption. The courts of Texas frequently have
held that the world "purely" as used in Seotlon 2 of Artiele VIII
and 12 Artiocle 7150 is intended to modify the vord "ohar!.tr nd
not the word e." B.P.O.X. Lm. No. 151 v. c‘.t’ of Hallton,
8 8, V. Agag 3 City of Bouston v. Scottish Rite Benevolent
Asstn,, o« We 9T8; Morris v. Masons, 5 8, W. 519; W.,0.W. v.
City of San Angelo, 231 8, W, 1106. The observation of the court
in B.P.0.B. Lodge No. 151 v. City of Houston, supra, that "1f these
sooial features vere sbsent, ve question vhether the order would
u‘m,' is applicadle tn equal force to the clubs here oon-
s . :

We therefcore hold that under the faots submitted to us
the property in question is not exeapt from taxation. This ren-
ders uanecessary sy ansver to the quesstion of oancellation of the
taxes.
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Trasting that the foregoing fully answers youwr ingquiry,

ve are

Yours very truly

- vt oa L / p— .
ATTCRNEY SENERAL OF TLhAS By /7w < -
We Vo Gcmt

Assistant
WYGsfo

/m‘r'ﬁh

f OFINION
i COMMITTEE )
/
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